Pathology. 4 gl 

causes from which it may arise. One of the most remarkable cases illustratin'* 
this cause of spasmodic affection of the larynx, is given in the Edin. Med. and 
Surg. Journ. for January, 1833. 

A child, aged four months, and previously healthy, was attacked with more 
frequent fits of crying than usual, particularly at night. At the expiration of a 
week, with the fits ol crying, there was an evident sense of suffocation for a mo¬ 
ment, but as soon as the child cried freely this affection disappeared. At the end 
of two months respiration was now not only further impeded for six or eight 
seconds, but attended with a squeaking or stridulous noise, which resembled 
sometimes the crowing of a cock, and which always terminated by cryin". For 
several weeks little alteration was apparent, till at length a new symptom super¬ 
vened m the form of a convulsive affection of the hands: the thumb was drawn 
into the palm of the hand, whilst the fingers were stiff and extended or rather 
reflected, or thrown somewhat backwards. Convulsions of a general charac¬ 
ter soon followed, which occurred for a month once a week, afterwards came 
once a day, and soon after twice a day for three months. These (the general 
convulsions) were preceded by the above symptoms, which terminated by a 
strong expiration and crying lor a few moments, but instantly after the child 
stared as if frightened at something; the pupils became dilated, and in a few 
moments the eyeballs became somewhat distorted and fixed, the head and 
shoulders thrown back, the face purplish or blue, and the whole body stiff and 
on the stretch, and respiration suspended, but in a short time the spasm abated- 
the face became pale, there was moaning for a while, and afterwards sleep! 
During the whole of this time, emetics, calomel, antispasraodics, &c., were 
given, with little or no good effect. The circumstance of the child not using 
his legs as much as was expected, at length led to an examination of the spine 
and on pressing the third or fourth dorsal vertebra there was always cring¬ 
ing and crying. There was neither deformity nor discoloration of the skin- 
four leeches were applied. This acted like a charm: no return, except a slight 
one, a few hours after the application of the leeches. In two clays the leeches 
were repealed. The child has passed through teething, and is now eighteen 
months old, without any return. The importance of early ascertaining the 
origin of spasmodic diseases in children, which may have their cause in irrita¬ 
tion of the spinal cord, can scarcely be overrated, when we recollect that spas¬ 
modic affections, at first trifling, may terminate in confirmed epilepsy, and that in 
many cases of confirmed epilepsy, the only morbid changes observable after 
death are ossifications, or cartilaginous or tuberculous depositions in the. cord 
or its membranes, and the origin of which was, in the first instance, only irri¬ 
tation.— London Med. if- Surg. Journ. 30 Jan. 1836. 

10. Complete Disappearance of the Beating of the Heart. A case of this, of 
some weeks continuance, in which the throbbing of the heart could not be dis¬ 
tinguished even by the stethoscope, is recorded in a German Journal by Dr. 
Rampold. No clue is given to the explanation of this curious pathological phe¬ 
nomena.— Gaz. Med. dc Paris, 21st Nov. 1836. 

11. Partial Aneurism of the Heart. The Revue Medicate for October and 
November, 1835, contains the details of an interesting case of this rare disease 
with some remarks on the causes, seat, mode of formation, symptoms, and treat¬ 
ment of the affection, communicated by Dr. Pairs, Physician to Biectre to the 
.Medical Society of Paris. Mr. Breschet in his account of the post-mortem ap- 
pearances of the celebrated Talma, whose heart presented this pathological 
alteration, has collected descriptions of nine other cases of a similar disease. 
These, with eight cases since recorded, and the one of Dr. Prus, making nineteen, 
are all the cases of this affection which have as yet been put on record. 

The subject of Dr. Prus’ case was a man 70 years of age, who succumbed with 
symptoms of emphysema of both lungs, and of an affection of the heart, suppos¬ 
ed to be hypertrophy of the left ventricle. On post-mortem examination, an 
aneurism was found in the left ventricle, of an irregular ovoid figure, the large 
extremity corresponding to the interventricular septum, and to the anterior face 
tr‘ ^ ventnc * ej small extremity raised up the point of this ven- 
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The only symptoms -which appear especially to belong to this affection are. a 
sensation of a warm fluid flowing in the left side of the chest, below the nipple 
and the absence of all impulsion, of all sound, at the spot corresponding to the 
apex of the heart, whilst the ear perceives the shock given to the thoracic parie- 
tes by the upper two-thirds of the diseased ventricle. 

The treatment in such cases must of course consist in perfect quietude, and 
measures calculated to lessen the activity of the heart’s action; as venesection 
digitalis, Sic. 

12. Complete Obliteration of the Abdominal Aorta. Aninterestingexampleofthis 
has been recorded by M. Bartu in the Archives Generates for Maj r , 1835. The 
subject of the case was a woman 51 years of age, of rather feeble constitution, 
who, four years before her death, was affected with a numbness, at first in 
the right lower extremity, and some months afterwards in that of the left. 
Subsequently palpitations came on and continued; the patient walked with diffi¬ 
culty in consequence of the numbness of her lower limbs, attended with coldness 
and pain in these parts. The last year of her life her sufferings increased, and 
she entered the hopital de la Pitio. At this period, in addition to the symptoms 
already noticed, her lips were of a violet colour, her heart beat tumultuously, 
and her pulse was quick and irregular. Soon afterwards, hemoptysis, with 
extreme oppression came on, and the patient died ten days after her admission. 

On post mortem examination the heart was found large, and its cavities dilated 
without thinning of their parietes; the left auriculo-ventricular orifice was much 
contracted; the aortic valves rigid; the aorta obliterated near its termination bv 
a species of dense coagulum, upon which the aorta was contracted. This coagu- 
lum extended from the renal to the inferior mesenteric artery, and sent into 
the iliacs and their divisions, prolongations in great part canaliculate, and pre¬ 
senting traces of organization. Several arteries of the abdomen were also ob¬ 
structed. 

The size of the different parts of the enlarged aorta, of the principal branches 
which arose from this vessel, and of a great number of vessels of the second 
order, compared with the average size of these vessels, showed that the dimen¬ 
sions of the trunk and of the arterial branches of this subject were every where 
less than the ordinary size. But what is most interesting in a practical point of 
view is that, so far as observed, there was no increase in the size of the vessels 
through which the collateral circulati on was carriedon. This proves that the de- 
velopement of the collateral vessels is not necessary for the support of life in parts 
below a trunk artificially' obliterated, and that this dilatation may be wanting in 
case of spontaneous obliteration, and that in certain circumstances the capillary 
circulation may suffice without the concurrence of the enlargement of the anas¬ 
tomotic branches. 

13. Entire Absence of Blood following; a Cerebral Affection. An interesting 
case of this description is recorded in a^German Journal by Dr. Harun. The 
subject of it was a woman 4G years of age, who, from her infancy, had laboured 
un !er imperfect hearing, which had terminated in complete deafness. Fur ten 
years she had daily bad headache. When first seen by Dr. H. (January 28th, 
1833), she exhibited the following symptoms:—Cephalalgia, general debility, 
great nervous irritability, pulse regular and slow, constipation. The application 
of leeches and the discharge of the menses, afforded no relief. The strength 
diminished, and fifteen days before her death she appeared dying; there was no 
pulse in the radial artery and feeble and intermittent in the carotids. This state 
continued eight days, when the pulsation of the carotids ceased also, whilst those 
of the heart were very regular though scarcely sensible. The patient slept 
almost constantly, waking momentarily and taking all the food offered to her. 
This state continued five days. Two days before her death (24th March), the 
beating of the heart had entirely ceased, the patient was tranquil, cold; respira¬ 
tion alone of the functions was perceptible; this condition terminated in death on 
the 2Gth of March. 

The post-mortem examination made thirty-six hours after death, showed an 
almost total want of blood throughout the body, except in the left ventricle of the 
heart, which was very flaccid, and contained nearly one and a half ounces; the ves- 



